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L&OVe – looking at the benefits to our community from our surrounding landscape 

____________________________________ 

 

July and August has been characterised by lots going on behind the scenes, whilst being quite quiet on the 

‘action events’ front for the L&OVe group. There’s been all the outcomes from the Linklater (Lewes Railway 

Land) June Festival to process (results will be in the next update, hopefully). 

 

Also behind the scenes, there’s been quite a lot happening with our “Chalking up the Benefits” project for 

the South Downs Nature Improvement Area (NIA) Partnership. Sussex Wildlife Trust has offered to take on 

financial management of the project and have been enormously helpful and supportive with logistic 

aspects of the project.  Colin Tingle will now start working as Project Officer for the Chalking up the Benefits 

project at the Linklater Pavilion, one day a week – usually on a Wednesday - and so the group will benefit 

from the networking opportunities this provides. Thanks to Tony Whitbread (SWT) and John Parry (Lewes 

Railway Land Wildlife Trust) for collaboration over this. 

 

For those of you who missed it, here’s a quick reflection on the L&OVe  'Naturegain' Walk,  entitled ‘What 

has the landscape ever done for us?’ which took place on Thursday 19th July - As part of Sussex Wildlife 

Trust's Living Landscape Festival, organised by Michael Blencowe, SWT’s Community Wildlife Officer. It was 

an early evening walk over Malling Down with Colin Tingle (Lewes & Ouse Valley eco-nomics) and Michael 

Blencowe (Sussex Wildlife Trust) leading a practical experience of the benefits Lewes gains from the 

countryside around it, interspersed with discussion amidst participants of such benefits and, 

simultaneously,  a search for local wildlife.  After a few days of torrential downpours, we were lucky to have 

the rain hold off and, despite the somewhat-less-than-warm summer evening there was a good turn out 

with about 15 people joining the stroll. The weather wasn’t great for wildlife spotting, but Michael still 

managed to bring up a whole range of interesting wildlife issues.  

The participants chipped in on the wildlife, landscape and 

‘naturegain’ elements of the walk and sparked off interesting 

ideas for others to contemplate in relation to the really important 

benefits that Lewes gets from Malling Down and also from the 

other landscapes that we could see from the vantage point of our 

walk.  

Some benefits are obvious – the aesthetic pleasure and beauty; 

the health-giving benefits of walking in the fresh air; the tourism 

value; the sheep providing wool for fibre and meat for food . 

Some benefits less obvious – rainfall and warmth had brought out 

quite a few fungi.  These provide the obvious ‘naturegain’ of food  

(so long as you know your species and, from a ‘naturegain’ point  of view 

harvest ONLY selectively and extremely sparingly (and not at all from 

Malling Down, or Michael’ll be after you!!)) BUT, arguably more 

importantly, they are a physical manifestation of the cycling of nutrients 

that is going on, turning decaying organic matter (whether old plant 

material or animal pooh!) into its component chemicals and, in the 

process, making a variety of nutrients available to help other plants to 

grow. This ‘supporting’ service provides the basis on which all plant and 

animal life depend – here on Malling Down, but also elsewhere. Another 

less obvious benefit is just how important the chalk downland is in 

capturing water, filtering it through the chalk and channelling it into the 

chalk aquifers that provide a high percentage of the water that Lewes 

residents and business receive. 

 

 

Michael pointing out and explaining 

chalk downland vegetation and its 

 
Sheep grazing Malling Down – 

an example of a provisioning 

service; and sunlit sheep 

against a dark sky – a cultural 

service: photography 



So, we didn’t just examine and explore some of the naturegain 

Lewes gets from the Downs and elsewhere, we also verged into a 

discussion of what the value of naturegain is, who values it and in 

what way! Water was a case in point, in that Michael pointed out 

that for many people, water comes from a tap and the link from 

the tap to the management of the Downland was rather blurry if it 

existed at all (he actually said that, until recently, he felt this 

himself ….. but not many of us really believed him??!!)! Of course, 

people and businesses pay for the water that comes out of their 

taps, BUT how many of them associate that monetary value with 

how the land on the Lewes Downs is managed?  

How many ask “so does the water company pay Sussex Wildlife Trust to manage Malling Down so that it is 

good at capturing and purifying our water?” ….. not many people there that evening said they’d thought in 

that way. However, it did start up a short discussion about putting a monetary value of some of the 

benefits we get from the environment and the ins and outs of such valuation.  

 

We didn’t reach a conclusion; some people thought one thing, 

some another ……. But it IS a very important question.  It has 

recently been brought up by George Monbiot (see 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/aug/06/pric

e-rivers-rain-greatest-privatisation) and countered by, amongst 

others, Tony Juniper (ex-Director of Friends of the Earth) – see 

his posting from the same page as George’s article 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/aug/10/nature

-economic-value-campaign?intcmp=239) and Prof. Robert 

Costanza  and colleagues 

(http://www.rtcc.org/policy/response-to-monbiot-valuation-is-

not-privatization/). This discussion (as well as our shorter, 

more locally oriented and inconclusive one) brings out some 

fundamental issues for us all to consider – issues that DO affect 

us all, because, whether we like it or not they are all about our 

economy, what it measures and who pulls the strings (amongst 

other things!!!). 

 

Hope this gives you all some food for thought ……….. 

If you’d like to pick up on any of the issues raised, please send 

your thoughts to TTL’s web editor 

(transitiontownlewesnews@googlemail.com), to post your 

response onto the L&OVe web page!! 

 

 

We will be organising another ‘Naturegain walk’ in the autumn (probably early October) with a walk along 

the Ouse river floodplain to explore the benefits from a very different landscape – watch the L&OVe 

webpage and Events postings for details and dates. 

 

Next L&OVe meeting – will be on  Thursday 13
th

 September, 7.30 pm  upstairs at the John Harvey Tavern, 

Lewes  [see webpage nearer the time for confirmed timing and venue details].  

 

 
Experiencing the chalk and 

exploring its role in capturing water 

and filtering it into chalk aquifers 

 
Naturegain illuminated! 

Enjoying the end of the walk with views of 

Lewes bathed in lovely evening sunshine 


